MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF
DENTAL EXAMINERS

Spring Grove Hospital Center
55 Wade Avenue,
Benjamin Rush Building
Catonsville, MD 21228

410-402-8511 or 410-402-8510

INITIAL AND RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR
LIMITED DRUG DISPENSING PERMIT

IMPORTANT NOTICE: THIS APPLICATION IS FOR THOSE DENTISTS WHO WISH TO DISPENSE
ONLY PRESECRIPTION STRENGTH HOME FLOURIDE PRODUCTS, DENTIN/ENAMEL
REMINERALIZING PRODUCTS, AND ANTIMICROBIAL RINSES. IF YOU WISH TO DISPENSE
ANY OTHER PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, SUBJECT TO THE ONE EXCEPTION BELOW, YOU MUST
COMPLETE A DIFFERENT APPLICATION FOR A FULL DRUG DISPENSING PERMIT.
EXCEPTION: A DENTIST WHO DISPENSES A FULL COURSE OF ANTIBIOTICS TO A PRO BONO
PATIENT WITHOUT CHARGE IS NOT REQUIRED TO OBTAIN ANY DRUG DISPENSING PERMIT.
IF IT ISNOT A PRO BONO PATIENT, OR YOU ARE CHARGING FOR THE ANTIBIOTIC, YOU
MUST HAVE A FULL DRUG DISPENSING PERMIT. NOTE FINALLY THAT A DENTIST WHO
DISPENSES SAMPLES OR STARTER DOSAGES OF ANY PRESCRIPTION DRUG FOR A PERIOD
OF 72 HOURS OR LESS, IS NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE ANY DRUG DISPENSING PERMIT.

INSTRUCTIONS

Review the FAQs to determine whether you need a Limited Drug Dispensing Permit. Complete

this form, read and initial each letter after the certification; and sign and date the application. If
prescriptions will be dispensed in more than one location, a copy of the dispensing permit is required
at each location. Permit is valid for 5 years from the date of issue. There are no additional continuing
education requirements for a Limited Drug Dispensing Permit and there are no periodic inspection
requirements. Submit the completed, signed form with a check or money order for $75 payable to the
Maryland State Board of Dental Examiners. Mail to above address.

Application for (check one) Initial Renewal
If renewal, Permit # Expiration Date / /
1. Dentist’s License Number Email Address:
2. Dentist’s

Last Name First Middle



3. Primary Practice address where drugs will be dispensed.

Facility Name and Street Address City State Zip Code

4. Additional Practice address(es) where drugs will be dispensed.

Facility Name and Street Address City State Zip Code
Facility Name and Street Address City State Zip Code
Facility Name and Street Address City State Zip Code
Facility Name and Street Address City State Zip Code

Please read and initial the space on the left of each lettered paragraph as you
acknowledgment and agreement.

A. | am thoroughly familiar with and will comply with all statutes and regulations which
govern a dentist’s dispensing of prescription drugs.

B. I understand that | must follow the requirements regarding dispensing, labeling, and record
keeping, in order to receive and maintain a permit to dispense.

Applicant’s Signature Date



Laws: Health Occupations - Dentists With Permits to Dispense Dental Products-Exclusion From
Maryland Pharmacy Act, Senate Bill 413, Chapter 496, Laws of Maryland 2014; and Health
Occupations — Licensed Dentists Who Dispense Antibiotics — Exclusion From Maryland
Pharmacy Act, House Bill 303, Chapter 593, Laws of Maryland 2014

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Under what circumstances is a dentist required to hold a Limited Drug Dispensing Permit?
Licensed dentists are required to obtain a Limited Drug Dispensing Permit if they dispense only the
following prescription strength drugs: home fluoride products, dentin/enamel remineralizing products, or
antimicrobial rinses. A Limited Drug Dispensing Permit is not required if the dentist dispenses “samples”
or a “starter dosage” of any drug. A starter dosage is defined as an amount, sufficient to begin therapy,
of short duration of 72 hours or less. Applications are submitted to the Dental Board.

I wish to dispense prescription strength drugs that are not home fluoride products, dentin/enamel
remineralizing products, and antimicriobial rinses. Do | need a permit?

Yes. You will need a Full Drug Dispensing Permit. Over the course of the 5-year permit there will be 2
inspections performed by the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Division of Drug Control as
well as additional continuing education requirements for renewal of the permit. The present cost for a
Full Drug Dispensing Permit is $1075. Of that amount, the Board retains $75 and the remaining $1000 is
passed through to the State of Maryland’s General Fund to cover the costs of the periodic inspections.
Applications are submitted to the Dental Board.

Are there any exceptions to the permit laws?

Yes. A dentist who dispenses a full course of antibiotics to a patient for infection control does not
require a permit of any kind if the patient is receiving pro bono dental care and there is no charge for the
antibiotics. If the patient is paying for the dental services themselves, or if the dental services are being
paid for in whole or in part by a third party, or if there is a charge for the antibiotics, the dentist must
obtain a Full Drug Dispensing Permit.

What is the difference between administering and dispensing?

Administering is treating the patient in the dentist’s office with the prescription drug. Dispensing is
giving the prescription drug to the patient to take home. As noted above, giving samples and starter
doses to patients to take home does not require a dispensing permit. Administering a prescription
drug of any kind in the dentist’s office does not require a drug dispensing permit. Giving a patient
an antibiotic in the dental office before treatment does not require a drug dispensing permit.

Are there labeling and record keeping requirements?

Yes. A dentist must affix a label on the product or rinse container that includes: the name of the
patient, and unless already printed on the container, the expiration date of the product or rinse, and
instructions for using the product or rinses. The dentist must also enter an appropriate record in the
patient’s chart that the product or rinses was dispensed to the patient. In addition, if a dentist
dispenses a full course of antibiotics at no charge to a pro bono patient for infection control, the
dentist must affix a label on the antibiotic container that includes: the name of the patient, and
unless already printed on the container, the expiration date of the antibiotic, and the instructions for
taking the antibiotic. The dentist must also enter an appropriate record of the treatment in the
patient’s chart.



6. Is a dispensing permit required for each location where prescription drugs are dispensed?
No. However, if prescriptions will be dispensed in more than one location, a copy of the dispensing
permit is required to be displayed at each location where prescription drugs are dispensed.

7. How does a dentist apply for a dispensing permit?
A dentist applies for a Limited Drug Dispensing Permit by submitting a completed application and the
appropriate fee to the Dental Board.

8. Will I be required to complete additional continuing education in order to renew a Limited
Drug Dispensing Permit?
No. Other than the 30 hours of continuing education that you are required to complete to renew your
dental license, at the present time there is no additional continuing education required to renew a
Limited Drug Dispensing Permit.

9.  What happens if a dentist fails to comply with the dispensing laws and regulations?
A dentist who fails to comply with the requirements governing dispensing of prescription drugs may be
subject to disciplinary action.

10. What is the fee for a Limited Drug Dispensing Permit?
A Limited Drug Dispensing Permit costs $75 and is good for 5 years. A Full Drug Dispensing Permit
costs $1075 and is also good for 5 years. The Board retains $75 and $1000 is passed through to the
State’s General Fund to cover the cost of 2 inspections to be performed by the Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene, Division of Drug Control.

The dental laws and regulations change over time. Please keep apprised of the latest developments.

If you have any questions you are urged to contact Ms. Deborah Welch, Licensing Coordinator at 410-402-8511
or Mrs. Sandra Sage at 410-402-8510.



